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be crossed by the boat which is also created by God.
Utter darkness could be dispelled by a little light.
Man's worth does not lie in his beauty, form,
wealth, or scholarship. It is in his integrity, devotion
and spiritual wealth. The Swamiji illustrates this by
another parable.
Once upon a time, it is said a gold plate suddenly
fell down from the sky in the precincts of Lord
Viswanatha temple of Kasi. On it was written : "This
is for my devotee only"! The priest rushed to it, but at
his touch it turned strangely into a mud plate. As he
with drew his hand, the plate turned into a gold plate
once again. Several people tried their hand only to
witness repetition of this strange phenomenon. Great
kings, scholars, saints and politicians came to notice this
wonder. There were also beggars and the handicapped
sitting in rows.
At this juncture, a stranger came to the temple.
He was curious to know why people gathered there.
As he was going into the temple, he saw the lame and
the blind. He was touched by the pathetic sight. Tears
rolled down his cheeks. He was penniless and felt sorry
for his inability to help them. In agony he touched the
gold plate and surprisingly it remained as it is.
Everyone hailed him as the real devotee of God. He
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